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SCOPE

This document covers the work flow required when using Qimage Studio Edition to process RAW
images.

It is assumed that the user already has a basic knowledge of Qimage.

PURPOSE
To give guidance to Qimage users who are not familiar with RAW processing.

INTRODUCTION

When Qimage opens a raw image, either for viewing, printing or conversion, it is automatically
processed .Afokbach ei mhdged i s fdi expoauret nottopome compa @edset
values, but by reading the image data and adjusting exposure accordingly.

This process works in a high proportion of cases but occasionally, no more than three additional steps
are required to refine the exposure and white balance. This is done with a single mouse click in two of
the steps and a slider for the third.

WORK FLOW STEPS RAW Preferences (Fig 1)
g ot (M)

Azl

1. SetUp

rance

1.1. Set the RAW processing preferences. i@ 3
This is a one-off action although some checks with different Unsharpmask: Rad: 2 @ [150 %
Sharpening and Noise Reduction combinations may be required to Sharpess EQ: ]
get the best result from your camera. Once set it should not be Mo R B =
necessary to make any further adjustments of * High
Information about the RAW preferences is given in Qimage & Pattem noise fiiter (maze, banding)

Help\Contents\Qimage Functions\RAW Format Options.

(® Smart exposure

1.2. Set up your camera custom profile @ Aito level
This is a one-off action and optional; instructions for this will come T —
with the supplied profile; it should be copied to the Profiles folder @AstBe RGB

: . <

of the Qimage program directory. © i bl cson pros

1.3. Set Views and Thumbnail Quality.
AFull 06 and AOptimise for Qualit|ly®sare recofmmer
views reflect any refinements to the raw image. (fig 1) ——Qualify of Thumbnails

(® Optimize for quality

1.4. Set File Types to include RAW © Optimize for speed
View\Thumbnail/File Browser\l nc | ude F i Make sUreg/tipee $ dcf by daid Coffin
RAW Option iS dOtted. Language porting by Davie Lee Reed

| ) Restore Defaults I u

2. Open RAW Image(s) in the Refine Window Right Click Menu (Fig 2)

2.1. Hover mouse over a thumbnail and select Refine Raw Exposure
(current thumb) T single chequer green icon
OR

2.2. Select several thumbnails right click and select Refine Raw
Exposure i double chequer icon

OR ¢ g T B
2.3. Place several images ir_1 the queue, right click preview, choose . SarnIPTC e iy s
Select All and then Refine Raw Exposure - double chequer + Edit IPTC Image Info.. CHri+Alt+
green icon. 8y Copy Images... Ctrl+C
The Refine window will open after any of the above actions. 8 L":”:"'Zalf::ges s
See figure 3 beloyv and note the refine controls bottom right and Rt P CHiAIHR
the 9-segment grid. Delete Images Ctri+Del

Detailed Help is available from the Refine window by clicking the — REiSSERE R el
bIU e o) > Send to Photo Editor/Converter Ctri+E
) ) L. A K Send via E-mail Alt+E

When several images are selected it is possible to move from "E Diopiay Full Scroen (Cunent Trambjll.Space )
one to the next and copy settings to the rest of the group. Using sl =c indeni s ) CriX
the queue has the advantage that you can choose the sequence [S i iiiaiin s
. L . 1 Soft Proof (Current Thumb) Ctri+Space
by which images are refined. RIS :::: Refine Raw Exposure (Current Thumb) Cti+Enter
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3. White Balance Correction
This is usually recommended as the first action in the refine process but may not always be
necessary.

3.1. Select the WB button (dropper icon)

3.2. Click on a grey part of the image with the dropper
Different grey areas may be tried but if it is difficult to select such an area it is possible to
highlight near grey areas by using the CTRL key or middle mouse button, the lighter the area,
the closer it is to pure grey.
Different highlighted areas can be tried and the grey area highlight function can be used to
check progress.
The RGB values of a point can be seen by right clicking on the image which is useful to see how
Afcool 6 or Awarmod a near grey area i s.

Here is an illustrated example, figures 3 to 6 below: -

Original - No WB correction (fig 3) N Original - near grey highlighted (fig 4)

|
File: 2008-11-12_MG_0536 CR2 2| [t 2008-11-12_MG_0536 CR2
DateTime: 12-1-2008 14:43.15 i D 12-11:2008 144315
File Sizo: 7,454,390 bytes 7,464,390 byt
Resolution: 3474 x 2334 (1S 200) Fill . e | Resolution: 3474 x 2314
Camera: EOS 3500 DIGITAL Camera: EOS 3500 DIGTAL
Exposure: 110.0, 1/200 s, 24 mm Exposure: 110.0, 1/200 s, 24 mm

s
(1SO 200)

WB corrected - near grey highlighted (fig 6)

I

File: 2008-11-12_MG_0536 CR2 2 el : 2008-11-12_MG_0536.CR2
— - 1-2008 14:43:15
390 bytes
: 3474 x 2314 (1SO 200)
EOS 3500 DIGITAL : EOS 350D DIGITAL
Exposure: f10.0, 1/200 s, 24 mm osure: £10.0, 1/200 s, 24 mm

In the example above, a region of grey cloud was chosen as shown in Figure 5. Different regions of
grey cloud would give warmer or cooler tones depending on the photographers taste.

Note the red lines by the WB button which indicates it has been set.

A particular setting can be removed by right clicking on the icon or slider.
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4. Exposure Correction & Refine Exposure

X Qimage SE automatically corrects the exposure for the whole image.

X However, there may be occasions when the auto exposure correction needs to be based on one
area of the image and for that reason the Refine Window divides the image into 9 rectangular
segments.

X The feature is particularly useful for highlight recovery.

4.1. Click the exposure correction button (upward pointing arrow icon).

4.2. Click within a segment of the grid that is the most important for exposure correction.
It is very easy and quick to try different segments and check the result.
The RGB values of an area can be read using a right click

The example above (figure 5) has blown highlights in the top left segment and this was used to
recover them; illustrations below, the blue rectangle shows the segment outline that was clicked
to do this:

Blown highlights segment (fig 7) Recovered highlights with one click (fig 8)

5. Exposure Correction & Fill Light
In the example above, the use of exposure correction to recover highlights in a particular area has
resulted in the image being too dark in the shadow areas. Fill light control enables this to be
corrected over the whole image. Fill light can be used in the opposite way with negative values to
darken and increase the contrast of the whole image.
Whatever level of fill is chosen will be a matter of personal taste to some extent
Final result with a Fill value of +9 (fig 9)

5.1. Drag the Fill slider to the right

lighten to the shadows or to

the left to increase contrast.

Clicking at the ends of the

slider bar changes the fill

value by 1 unit.
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